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BRIDGE AUTHORITY SAVES WITH LED LIGHTS

Highland, NY – Better roadway lighting, less maintenance and a $50,000+ per year savings are the results of a partnership between the NYS Bridge Authority, Central Hudson Energy and Lime Energy, the Authority announced today.
“For a one-time investment of $57,069, the Authority will see annual estimated savings of $53,399 on its electric bills starting this year and for the foreseeable future,” Executive Director Joseph Ruggiero said.  “These types of efforts help keep tolls down while maintaining our bridges in great shape.“ 
“Looking for efficiencies and cutting costs without sacrificing service are an ongoing process at the Bridge Authority,” Chairman Richard A Gerentine said.  “Praise is due to both Central Hudson for promoting this program and the Bridge Authority staff and management for making it happen.”
The Bridge Authority is installing 174 LED lights at the Mid-Hudson Bridge Facility under an energy efficiency program administered by Lime Energy for Central Hudson.  120 Street Lights, 22 High Mast Lights around the toll plaza and intersections and 32 Tower Lights on the Bridge span are in the process of being installed.
To further reduce the cost of the project, the Authority is using its own maintenance personnel to complete the installation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Street lights are one of our most expensive utility costs,” Ruggiero added.  “Not only will these new LED lights save in electric costs, they last longer than the older style lights so they’ll require less maintenance.”
The Authority recently replaced the streetlights at the Bear Mountain Bridge with LED lights and has included LED lights in the renovation of the Newburgh-Beacon Bridge.  The Authority will expand the program to also include the Kingston-Rhinecliff and Rip Van Winkle bridges. 
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For all of the latest news, business opportunities, and Authority updates please follow us on Twitter at @NYSBridge (https://twitter.com/#!/NYSBridge).  You can also find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com) by searching for the “New York State Bridge Authority.” 
Quick Facts about the New York State Bridge Authority
· The NYS Bridge Authority operates the Bear Mountain, Newburgh-Beacon, Mid-Hudson, Kingston-Rhinecliff and Rip Van Winkle bridges and owns and maintains the structure of the Walkway Over the Hudson Bridge.  	
· The Authority is funded principally from bridge tolls and receives no state or federal tax monies for bridge maintenance and operation.
· NYSBA tolls are among the lowest nationwide for self-supporting transportation agencies. 
· Tolls today are actually lower, in real dollars, than they were in 1933 when the Authority began operations.
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