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For Immediate Release: August 5, 2015


BRIDGE AUTHORITY SELLS 20,000 E-ZPASS TAGS IN TOLL BOOTHS
CUSTOMERS GET CONVENIENCE, DISCOUNTS

Highland, NY - More than 20,000 E-ZPass tags have been sold in NYS Bridge Authority toll booths since 2013, Authority Executive Director Joseph Ruggiero announced today.

“By making tags readily available, more people are able to take advantage of the convenience of the E-ZPass Only Lanes as well as receive discounts on their bridge tolls in the Hudson Valley,” Ruggiero said.

“E-ZPass is very efficient,” Authority Chairman Richard Gerentine said.  “It helps keep costs down both for motorists and the Authority and keeps traffic moving at a smoother pace.”

“We had a big spike in sales in 2013 when we began selling the tags in our staffed lanes,” Ruggiero said.  “Since then, sales have averaged about 500 tags per month.”

About 70% of all vehicles crossing the Authority’s bridges use E-ZPass.  The percentage is higher, about 79%, for commercial vehicles.  Approximately 68% of passenger vehicles use E-ZPass.

For the first six months of 2015, the Bridge Authority had about 14.25 million vehicles go through its toll booths resulting in about 28.5 million vehicle crossings.  

Revenue collected from January through June totaled $26.4 million.  Of that total, $18.3 million   or 69% of tolls came through E-ZPass.

The NYS Bridge Authority is self-supporting and receives no Federal or State money for the maintenance and operation of its bridges and facilities. The Authority owns the Bear Mountain, Newburgh-Beacon, Mid-Hudson, Kingston-Rhinecliff and Rip Van Winkle bridges and is responsible for the structure of the Walkway Over the Hudson Railroad Bridge.

E-ZPass tags from the Bridge Authority cost $25 cash.  You must register your E-ZPass Tag online or by phone before using it.   Tags are typically active for use the next day.
If an account holder ties their tag to a credit card for replenishment, the entire $25 will be a credit on their account so there’s no actual charge for the tag itself.

E-ZPass is accepted in all lanes at the Authority’s five Hudson River vehicular bridges.  The standard toll for a passenger vehicle is $1.50.  With E-ZPass the toll is $1.25 and there are further discounts for frequent commuters.
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Commercial vehicle tolls on Authority bridges, which are higher than passenger cars and based on axel counts, also include a discount for using E-ZPass.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Bridge Authority maintains full service lanes at all bridges during most hours.  

Overnight, between approximately 11pm and 6am, the Authority maintains an automated toll payment machine at its three smaller bridges due to very low traffic volume.  The machine accepts E-ZPass, cash, coins and credit cards.  Contact with a live operator is also available if necessary.
  
E-ZPass tags are also available by mail and over the counter at many grocery and convenience stores throughout New York State.  

Discounts for using E-ZPass are available on the New York State Thruway and most toll roads and bridges in the metropolitan New York area.  Motorists should consult the guidelines for the various agencies to determine their actual tolls and discounts.

E-ZPass is accepted from Maine to North Carolina and west to Illinois at most toll facilities. More information about E-ZPass can be found at https://www.e-zpassny.com.
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For all of the latest news, business opportunities, and Authority updates please follow us on Twitter at @NYSBridge (https://twitter.com/#!/NYSBridge).  You can also find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com) by searching for the “New York State Bridge Authority.” 


Quick Facts about the New York State Bridge Authority
· The NYS Bridge Authority operates the Bear Mountain, Newburgh-Beacon, Mid-Hudson, Kingston-Rhinecliff and Rip Van Winkle bridges and owns and maintains the structure of the Walkway Over the Hudson Bridge.  	
· The Authority is funded principally from bridge tolls and receives no state or federal tax monies for bridge maintenance and operation.
· NYSBA tolls are among the lowest nationwide for self-supporting transportation agencies and are actually lower, in real dollars, than they were in 1933 when the Authority began operations.
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